IN TE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
For the district of Coolumbia

The Founding CHURCH OF  SCIENTOLOGY          )
OF Washington, d.c, inc.,      )
Plaintiff,        )
v-                                                            )     Civil Action No. T3-G1C7
)
Inspector, FEDERAL BUREAU OF                         )
INvestigation et al.,
\
)
Defendants.        )
_______.____  ._____                                                                                                /
DECLARATION OF" JOHN C. PETERSON
I, John Peterson, declare and say:
1.   I am an attorney at law,  duly licensed and authorized to
practice before all courts of the state of California and the united
states District Court of the Central district of California.
2.   I represent tne Church of Scientology of California as
general counsel on civil litigation matters and submit this
declaration in support of plaintiff's opposition to defendants'

action to compel the deposition of L. Ron Hubbard. In my capacity as
general counsel to the Church of Scientology of California, I am
familiar with the corporate structure of the California Church as
well as the corporate structures of all Churches of Scientology
located in the United States. Moreover, for purposes of this
declaration, I have made inquiries of corporate officers,
representatives anc staff members and have reviewed pertinent records of the Churches of Scientology throughout the United States.
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I submit this declaration for the purpose of demonstrating that Mr.
Hubbard is not, and, at the time of the defendants' notices of
deposition concerning Mr. Hubbard in this action, was not an officer, director or managing agent of any Church or mission of Scientology,
3. Although defendants in their memorandum in support of
their motion to compel contend that the Churches of Scientology
somehow  lack corporate integrity, this is simply not the case and is directly contradicted by the facts, each Church of Scientology is a separate and distinct legal entity with its own articles of
incorporation and by laws which determines its own affairs through
its duly elected Board of Directors and officers who exercise sole
legal authority over these corporations. The Churches, of course,
share tne same religious creed and beliefs based upon Scientology
Scripture created by the Founder of the Scientology religion, L.Ron
Hubbard, and are affiliated in the ecclesiastical sense much like
other religious institutions. However, in matters outside the
religious ??scnere??, these Churches exercise their own independent and distinct legal authority in running the day to day affairs of the corporation.

Mr Hubbard is not an officer, director or Managing agent
of any Church of Scientology. Mr Hubbard possesses no legal

authority over these Churches and is not legally vested with any
autority or power to act for or on behalf of the Churches of
Scientology concerning any matter. Mr. Hubbard cannot bind any
Church contractually nor in any other way legally obligate any Church
01388
corporation of Scientology. Mr. Hubbard also does not have any managerial duties whatsoever in connection with any of the Churches of Scientology, he is not a shareholder of any church corporation, he possesses no signatory power over any Church corporation or Church financial accounts and is not in any way authorized to obligate the Churches financially. Likewise, tne Churches are not authorized to obligate Mr Hubbard in any manner. 
Mr. Hubbard also does not possess any legal authority to hire or fire any individuals from any position within the Churches of Scientology. In short, there is no corporate action or function wnich Mr. Hubbard is empowered to perform.
5.   The Churches of Scientology also possess no means to
compel the presence of Mr. Hubbard at a deposition or to perform any
other function on behalf of the Churches. If required to do so, the
Churches would not be able to produce L. Ron Hubbard for a deposition.
6.   I possess no knowledge of the current whereabouts of Mr.
Hubbard and know of no one else who possesses such knowledge.
Furthermore, I have made inquiries in order to determine whether any
Church or any representative of any Church has communicated with Mr.
Hubbard either directly or through intermediaries and I have
determined that no such communications have been sent or received
since well before defendants first noted Mr Hubbard deposition in
this action on August 21, 1984.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true
and correct.
* Executed this  7th  day of December, 1984 in Los Angeles,
California.
John G. Peterson
